
What is a flat ground wire in a cable tray 

Article Overview

A flat ground wire in a cable tray is a safety conductor that provides a low-impedance path for fault currents,

connecting the tray and its cables to the facility's grounding system.

Definition and Purpose

A flat ground wire, often referred to as an Equipment Grounding Conductor (EGC), is a metallic conductor

installed along or within a cable tray to safely carry stray electrical currents to the ground. Its primary purpose

is safety: it prevents electrical shocks, reduces the risk of fire, and protects equipment from damage caused by

electrical faults or surges . By providing a continuous path to the earth, it ensures that any fault current triggers

protective devices like circuit breakers, stopping the flow of electricity quickly .

Design and Installation

Flat ground wires are typically bare or insulated copper conductors that run parallel to the cable tray. They are

mechanically and electrically bonded to the tray sections using grounding clamps or connectors, ensuring

continuity across the entire tray system . In some installations, the cable tray itself can serve as the grounding

path, but using a dedicated flat ground wire is often preferred for low impedance and enhanced safety,

especially in facilities with sensitive equipment or high fault currents . Key installation considerations include:

o Material compatibility: Avoid bare copper in aluminum trays to prevent electrolytic corrosion; insulated

conductors with exposed bonding points are recommended .

o Low resistance: The grounding path should have minimal resistance (ideally 4 ohms or less) to ensure

effective fault current diversion .

o Mechanical stability: Ground wires are anchored to prevent displacement under magnetic forces during fault

conditions .

o Compliance: Installation must follow local and international electrical codes, such as NEC requirements for

EGCs and cable tray grounding .

Benefits

Using a flat ground wire in a cable tray system provides:

o Enhanced personnel safety by reducing shock hazards.

o Equipment protection from overvoltage, insulation failure, or lightning strikes .

o Minimized electromagnetic interference (EMI), improving signal integrity for sensitive control or

communication cables .

o System reliability, ensuring that fault currents are safely conducted and protective devices operate correctly .
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In summary, a flat ground wire is a critical component of cable tray systems, serving as a dedicated,

low-impedance path to ground that enhances safety, protects equipment, and ensures compliance with

electrical standards.

Shop for UL certified MC cables from Southwire for all your electrical needs.

#2-3 THHN-PVC Tray Cable with Ground. Sold by the foot cut to length. Same day shipping and best prices

anywhere at

Master cable tray installation with NEC Article 392 requirements for types, fill calculations, support, and

grounding.

Conduit fill is the percent of area inside the conduit taken up by the cable (s). Provides quick and easy results

for the conduit fill

Finds songs that contain the lyrics you remember! Find song by lyrics (or partial lyrics) tool can help you

solve your earworm quickly.

Sluzba Google bez dals&#237;ch poplatku okamzite prekl&#225;d&#225; slova, vety a webov&#233;

str&#225;nky mezi anglictinou a v&#237;ce nez stovkou dals&#237;ch

Cable tray wiring systems offer significant advantages over conduit pipe and other wiring systems. Cable tray

is less expensive, more

Discover the best practices for Cable Tray Grounding Wire installation. Learn key

cox 

Priority Wire &  Cable is a modern manufacturer with the majority of our sales being Priority branded

products. We also fill out our

OmniCable is a leading redistributor partner for wire, cable, and electrical products, delivering unmatched

NEC 392.60 set of rules states that a metal cable tray may be a path of safety for electricity,

Steel wire armoured cable Features: Rugged, durable Steel cords and cables construction protects Tape

Armoured from damage

Our Snap Track Grounding Clamps are used to attach grounding wire to a Snap Track cable tray. Contact us to
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learn more!

Featured resources Cable tray design considerations guide Our cable tray design considerations guide details

key factors to consider

BURNDY&#174; GC2929CT GC-CT Cable Tray Ground Clamp, 2/0 AWG to 250 kcmil Solid/Stranded

Aluminum/Copper Conductor, Cast

Web: https://in-au.co.za
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