
Technical parameters of the optical
module receiving section

Article Overview

The receiving section of an optical module (ROSA) converts incoming optical signals into electrical signals,

with key parameters including photodetector type, sensitivity, bandwidth, noise figure, and pre-amplification

characteristics.

Core Components of the Receiving Section

The Receiver Optical Sub-Assembly (ROSA) is the main component responsible for detecting incoming

optical signals and converting them into electrical signals. It typically includes:

o Photodetector diode: Converts optical signals into electrical currents. Common types are PIN diodes for

standard sensitivity and Avalanche Photodiodes (APD) for high-sensitivity applications .

o Pre-amplifier / Limiting amplifier: Amplifies the weak electrical signal from the photodiode to a level

suitable for digital processing, ensuring signal integrity at high data rates .

o TEC (Thermoelectric Cooler): In some high-speed modules, a TEC stabilizes the photodiode temperature to

maintain consistent sensitivity and reduce noise .

Key Technical Parameters

o Receiver Sensitivity: The minimum optical power required for the receiver to achieve a specified bit error

rate (BER), typically measured in dBm. APD-based receivers have higher sensitivity than PIN-based

receivers, allowing longer transmission distances .

o Bandwidth / Data Rate: The ROSA must support the module's data rate, ranging from 155 Mb/s to 400 Gb/s

depending on the module type (SFP, SFP+, QSFP28, etc.), .

o Noise Characteristics: Includes thermal noise, shot noise, and dark current of the photodiode. APD receivers

have higher gain but also higher noise, which must be managed by the amplifier .

o Optical Power Handling: Maximum and minimum optical power levels the receiver can tolerate without

distortion or damage. Exceeding these limits can degrade performance or damage the photodiode .

o Extinction Ratio and Linearity: The ability to distinguish between logical "1" and "0" signals, which affects

BER and overall signal quality .

o Connector and Interface: The ROSA is integrated into the module housing and interfaces with the host via

standard connectors (e.g., LC, MPO) and electrical pins, ensuring proper signal transmission and power

supply .

Performance Considerations

o APD vs. PIN: APDs provide higher sensitivity and longer reach but require higher bias voltage and careful

thermal management. PIN diodes are simpler, lower cost, and suitable for short-reach applications .
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o Amplification: Limiting amplifiers ensure the output signal meets the required voltage swing and timing

specifications for the host device.

o Temperature and Environmental Stability: High-speed receivers often include temperature compensation to

maintain consistent performance across varying conditions . In summary, the receiving section of an optical

module is critical for reliable optical-to-electrical conversion. Its performance is defined by photodiode type,

sensitivity, bandwidth, noise, and amplification, all of which determine the module's effective transmission

distance, data integrity, and compatibility with high-speed optical networks .

The key performance metrics that affect the performance of optical modules include average transmit optical

power,

The basic optical receiver consists of a photodetector to convert the optical signal into a current, a low-noise

preamplifier to convert

The optical transceiver integrated module is composed of optoelectronic devices, functional circuits and

optical

View the TI Optical module block diagram, product recommendations, reference designs and start designing.

The key technical indicators of the optical module mainly include: Transmit optical power, Receive optical

power,

What is the Parameter of an Optical module? Optical module parameters are the technical specifications that

tell you

For more information, see Section 5: Output Voltage Adjustment Implementing a DAC. To use less PCB area,

and to dynamically

The optical module works at the physical layer of the OSI model and is an important part of optical fiber

When we receive an optical module, we can observe some basic parameters of the optical module from the

label,

What is an Optical Module? Optical modules are electronic devices that convert electrical

If an optical module is installed in a running device, you can run the display transceiver command to view

parameters of the optical
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The receiving power range of optical modules primarily depends on the module type, transmission rate, and

An ''Optical Receiver'' is a device that detects and converts the light received from a transmitter into an

electrical signal. It consists of

This guide dives into the key SFP Optical Module Specifications that engineers, network architects, and

procurement professionals

The single-fiber module can save half of the optical cable resources, that is, data can be sent and received on

one

When working with optical modules, two key receiver parameters frequently appear in technical

specifications:
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