
Spacing between low-voltage and power
cable trays

Article Overview

The recommended spacing between power and low-voltage cable trays is generally at least 0.5 meters (20

inches) horizontally, or 12 inches (300 mm) vertically, with reduced spacing possible if shielding is used.

Horizontal Spacing

To minimize electromagnetic interference (EMI) and maintain signal integrity, power and low-voltage (signal

or communication) cable trays should be separated horizontally by at least 0.5 meters (20 inches) under typical

conditions. If the trays are shielded, this distance can be reduced to 0.3 meters (12 inches) while still

controlling EMI effectively . For long parallel runs of high-current power cables, some engineering practices

recommend even greater separation to ensure optimal signal performance .

Vertical Spacing

When trays are stacked vertically, a minimum clearance of 150 mm (6 inches) is recommended between the

upper and lower trays. This spacing allows for proper ventilation, heat dissipation, and future cable expansion

or rearrangement . Industry standards often suggest placing power trays above low-voltage or instrumentation

trays to further reduce interference .

NEC Guidelines

The National Electrical Code (NEC) specifies minimum separation distances for communication and power

cables. For parallel runs, NEC Article 800.133(A)(1)(c) requires at least 50 mm (2 inches) between

communication circuits and non-communication raceways, with perpendicular crossings allowed to reduce

exposure . While this is a baseline, best practices in industrial installations typically exceed this minimum to

ensure safety and signal quality.

Additional Considerations

o Shielding: Using metal partitions or shielded trays can reduce required spacing and mitigate EMI .

o Support and Maintenance: Adequate spacing ensures easy access for inspection, maintenance, and cable

installation .

o Environmental Factors: High-temperature or high-humidity environments may require additional spacing to

prevent overheating and maintain cable integrity . By following these guidelines, installations can achieve

both electrical safety and signal reliability, while complying with NEC standards and industry best practices.
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I have a standard from a particlar company on cable tray and conduit spacing based on the particular types of

signals,

Cables and cable support systems for extra-low voltage and low voltage must be designed and constructed

conforming to the

150mm if both cables are in grounded metallic conduits or cable trays. Additionally, as mentioned in CSDN

Follow these guidelines: Layered or Segmented Layout: Arrange power cables, control cables, and signal

cables separately within

Whether you are working on power distribution systems, industrial installations, or

Some applications may require the cable tray to support the weight of a single, dead object in addition to the

cable loads.

Spacing Standards: Electrical (power) and instrumentation (signal/control) cable trays should maintain a

minimum vertical and

Cable tray systems must follow straight, logical paths and avoid unnecessary bends. The

The safety distance between low-voltage cables and power cables should be

By convention, to avoid any misunderstanding and to simplify the cable tray design and installation, the

bending radius for all cable

NEMA VE 1-2017 Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in

accordance with the rules

This document discusses cable segregation rules for different cable management systems. It provides

guidelines for minimum

Cable tray length is selected based on the load to be supported, the distance between the supports (also

referred to as the span),

The fact that a cable can easily enter and exit cable tray anywhere along its route, allows for some unique

6.1 Cable tray is the preferred wiring distribution system for low voltage power and instrumentation. Cable

tray allows for greater
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2. Minimum Spacing and Segregation Spacing Standards: Electrical (power) and instrumentation
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