
Regarding the terminology for electrical
distribution boxes

Article Overview

Distribution box (also called distribution board, breaker panel, or DB box) is the general term for electrical

enclosures that manage and distribute power to multiple circuits.

A distribution box is a central hub in an electrical system that receives power from the main supply and

distributes it safely to various branch circuits within a building or facility . It typically contains circuit

breakers, fuses, and busbars, which protect circuits from overloads, short circuits, and other electrical faults .

These boxes are essential for organizing electrical connections, improving maintenance efficiency, and

ensuring safety.

Common Alternative Terms

o Distribution board: Often used interchangeably with distribution box, especially in residential and

commercial contexts .

o Breaker panel: Emphasizes the inclusion of circuit breakers for protection .

o DB box: A shorthand term commonly used in industrial and commercial settings .

o Power distribution box: Highlights its role in distributing electrical power to multiple circuits .

Applications

Distribution boxes are used in residential, commercial, and industrial environments. They can be classified

based on:

o Installation location: Indoor (homes, offices) or outdoor (street lighting, utility poles) applications .

o Mounting type: Surface-mounted, flush-mounted, or pole-mounted .

o Phase type: Single-phase for small loads or three-phase for industrial and large commercial facilities .

Key Functions

o Circuit protection: Prevents damage from overloads or short circuits using fuses or breakers .

o Power distribution: Routes electricity efficiently to multiple circuits, including lighting, outlets, and heavy

machinery .

o Safety and organization: Provides a structured enclosure that ensures safe access and maintenance . In

summary, the general term for electrical distribution boxes is "distribution box", with common synonyms

including distribution board, breaker panel, and DB box, all serving the purpose of safely distributing and

managing electrical power across multiple circuits.
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this article covers what a distribution boxes is, how it functions, its structure, and how it

The distribution box acts as the center of power distribution, distributing electricity to all connected devices. A

This ultimate guide explains what a distribution box does, its internal components, common types, real-world

applications, and how

A distribution box, also known as a junction box or distribution point, is a enclosure or housing used to

distribute electrical or

What are Distribution Boxes and Their Importance? What are Distribution Boxes and Their

Confused by electrical distribution terms? Our guide clarifies the differences between panelboards,

distribution

A distribution box, also called an electrical distribution box, distributes incoming power to

Learn what an electrical distribution box is in simple terms. Complete guide to panel types, NEC 408

requirements,

Electro polished enclosure (control station), explosion-proof A municipal electrical enclosure Allen Bradley

Navigating the world of electrical distribution can be confusing, with terms like panelboard, switchboard, and

A distribution board (also known as panelboard, circuit breaker panel, breaker panel, circuit breaker, electric

panel, fuse box or DB

Learn the differences between distribution boxes, control boxes, and junction boxes.

Learn how to choose a distribution box and understand its internal structure, including MCBs, busbars, neutral

bars,

In IEC industrial and commercial work, distribution board or distribution box is more common. For adjacent

Learn everything you need to know about the Electrical Distribution Box (DB Box). Explore

Distribution boards, often referred to as electrical panels or breaker boxes, serve as the nerve center of any

electrical system. Here
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