
Low-voltage busbar short-circuit capacity

Article Overview

The minimum short-circuit capacity of a low-voltage busbar is determined by its ability to withstand the

thermal and mechanical stresses of a fault current, as specified by IEC 61439, and depends on material,

cross-section, support spacing, and fault duration.

Key Considerations

IEC 61439 Compliance: Low-voltage busbars must be verified for short-circuit withstand strength, not just

current-carrying capacity. This ensures the busbar can survive the mechanical forces and rapid temperature

rise during a fault until the protective device clears the current . Thermal and Mechanical Stresses: During a

short circuit, busbars experience:

o Electrodynamic forces that can bend or separate conductors.

o Rapid temperature rise that can exceed material limits if the cross-section is insufficient . Support Spacing:

The distance between busbar supports significantly affects short-circuit capacity. Wider spacing reduces

mechanical stability, lowering the short-circuit rating. For example, a 20 x 10 mm copper busbar may

withstand approximately 53 kA at 300 mm spacing but only 43 kA at 450 mm spacing . Material and

Cross-Section: Copper is preferred for its high conductivity and mechanical robustness, while aluminum

requires a larger cross-section to achieve similar short-circuit performance . Fault Duration: Short-circuit

ratings are typically specified for 1 or 3 seconds, reflecting the time until protective devices operate . Design

Verification: IEC 61439 allows verification through testing or comparison with proven reference designs. The

busbar must maintain integrity under fault conditions, considering enclosure type, ventilation, and mounting

orientation . Practical Design Rule: Increasing short-circuit rating usually requires either more copper, reduced

unsupported span, or both. Proper support brackets, insulators, and phase separators are essential to prevent

deformation or arcing during faults .

Summary

The minimum short-circuit capacity is not a fixed value but is determined by the busbar's material, geometry,

support arrangement, and fault duration, all verified according to IEC 61439 standards. Engineers must ensure

that the busbar can safely carry the expected fault current without exceeding thermal limits or suffering

mechanical failure, typically aiming for a maximum busbar temperature of 140?C under fault conditions .

Overview Bus bar short circuit current capacity and support spacing are critical parameters in switchgear and

Improves heat dissipation. Improves short circuit rating. Reduces voltage drop/ impedance compared to cable.
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Removes potential

The short-circuit withstanding performance of busbar system is one of the most important safety indexes for

low

The document also describes tools from Wohner that help designers verify their busbar panel designs comply

with the IEC 61439

Electrical characteritics of the assemblies The manufacturer must specify the mean values for the various

phases: R: mean ohmic

A technical guide to short-circuit withstand ratings, busbar support spacing, and IEC 61439 verification for

LV

Size busbar trunking by selecting proper current rating, short-circuit withstand, and voltage

Abstract: The short-circuit withstanding performance of busbar system is one of the most important safety

indexes for low-voltage

Professional busbar sizing calculator with current-carrying capacity per IEC 61439,

The IEC 61439 standard applies to busbar assemblies that will be installed in electrical applications with a

voltage

The short-circuit withstanding performance of four typical busbar

According to the voltage disturbance, the on-line measurement of the short circuit capacity of the power grid

can be

calculation performed, at extra-low voltage, at the end of the busbar at the short-circuit point &#222; real

value. It is obvious that for the

BusBar Short Circuit Calculation - Free download as PDF File (.pdf), Text File (.txt) or read online for free.

This document provides

These standards specify the parameters that should be considered when sizing busbars,

IEC 61439 mandates that all assemblies must withstand the mechanical and thermal stresses of short-circuit

currents. The

Web: https://in-au.co.za

Page 2/3



Low-voltage busbar short-circuit capacity

Page 3/3


