
How to choose the material for cable
trays 

Article Overview

Selecting the right cable tray material depends on environmental conditions, load requirements, and corrosion

resistance to ensure safety and longevity.

Key Factors in Material Selection

1. Environmental Conditions The environment where the cable tray will be installed is critical. Indoor, dry

locations may allow for standard steel trays, while outdoor or harsh environments require materials resistant to

moisture, chemicals, or UV exposure. High humidity, direct water contact, or chemical exposure can

accelerate corrosion, so materials like stainless steel, aluminum, or fiberglass are preferred in these conditions

. 2. Load Capacity and Mechanical Strength Consider the weight of the cables and any additional loads, such

as maintenance personnel or equipment. Heavy-duty applications require materials with high tensile strength,

such as galvanized or stainless steel, while lighter loads may be supported by aluminum or wire mesh trays . 3.

Corrosion Resistance

o Galvanized Steel: Economical and durable, suitable for general indoor and outdoor use, but may corrode in

highly acidic or saline environments .

o Stainless Steel: Offers superior corrosion resistance, especially grades like AISI 316L, ideal for chemical

plants, coastal areas, or high-moisture environments .

o Aluminum: Lightweight, rust-resistant, and suitable for outdoor installations; performs well in atmospheric

conditions but may be less strong than steel .

o Fiberglass (FRP): Non-conductive, highly resistant to chemicals, UV, and moisture, making it ideal for

chemical plants, offshore, or corrosive environments . 4. Temperature and Thermal Expansion Materials

expand and contract with temperature changes. Metals like steel and aluminum handle moderate temperature

swings well, but plastics or fiberglass may become brittle in extreme cold or soften in high heat. Consider the

operating temperature range to prevent structural failure . 5. Electrical and Safety Considerations

Non-conductive materials like fiberglass are preferred in areas where electrical insulation is critical. Ensure

the chosen material complies with relevant standards such as NEC, NEMA, or IEC for safety and regulatory

compliance . 6. Application-Specific Requirements

o Ladder Trays: Best for heavy-duty power cables and high-heat environments; typically made from steel or

aluminum for strength and ventilation .

o Perforated or Solid Bottom Trays: Protect sensitive data or communication cables; materials should resist

corrosion and provide shielding if needed .

o Wire Mesh Trays: Lightweight and flexible, suitable for fiber optic or low-voltage cables; often made from

steel or aluminum .

Summary
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To choose the right cable tray material:

o Assess environmental exposure (moisture, chemicals, UV, temperature).

o Determine load requirements and mechanical strength needed.

o Select a material with appropriate corrosion resistance (galvanized steel, stainless steel, aluminum, or

fiberglass).

o Consider electrical safety and regulatory compliance.

o Match the tray type to the application for optimal performance and longevity . By carefully evaluating these

factors, you can ensure a durable, safe, and cost-effective cable tray installation.

Learn how to choose the right cable tray by material, tray type, cable load, environment, and industry use.

Complete engineering

Cable trays have become a necessary part of industrial and commercial construction. Cable trays are capable

of supporting all types

In this article, I will explain the main Cable Tray Environmental Factors that affect how cable trays perform. I

will also

Explore EAE Electric''s medium and heavy-duty cable tray systems designed for optimal cable management

and durability in

Choosing the suitable cable tray for your needs ensures a safe and reliable electrical

Master how to choose cable trays with confidence. This complete selection guide covers load assessment,

Conclusion Cable trays are an essential component of any cable management system, providing support,

protection,

What is Cable Tray Systems? An electrical cable tray is a type of containment system used to support

insulated electrical cables for

Discover cable tray systems, including tray types, sizes, duty ratings and materials, and learn how to choose

the right solution for

Learn how to choose the best cable tray system for your needs. Explore types, materials,

Selecting a cable tray? Learn key factors like material, load capacity, and environment to choose the best cable
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Discover the key aspects of cable trays raw material, including costs, trends, and innovations. Learn how

materials like

Additional Information Cable trays are crucial in cable management, providing organized electrical and

communication wiring

Common cable trays are made of galvanized steel, stainless steel, aluminum, or glass-fiber reinforced plastic.

The material for a

Learn how to choose the best anti-corrosive cable trays for your electrical system. Discover

Choosing the best cable tray involves evaluating types, materials, and load capacities while prioritizing

features like
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