
Fiber Optic Communication in 1999

Article Overview

By 1999, fiber optic communication had become a mature technology, widely deployed for long-haul,

metropolitan, and emerging broadband networks, with singlemode fibers, WDM, and standardized

components forming the backbone of global telecommunications.

State of Technology

By 1999, fiber optics had largely replaced traditional copper and satellite links for high-capacity

communication, particularly in long-haul and transcontinental networks . Singlemode fibers were the standard

for long-distance transmission due to their low attenuation and minimal modal dispersion, while multimode

fibers were used for shorter links such as LANs and campus networks . Bend-insensitive fibers were emerging

to reduce losses caused by stress and installation bends, improving reliability in complex cabling

environments .

Network Architecture and Standards

Fiber optic networks in 1999 were built around SONET (Synchronous Optical Network) in the U.S. and SDH

(Synchronous Digital Hierarchy) internationally, providing standardized high-speed transport for voice, data,

and video . Fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) deployments were beginning, often using passive optical networks

(PONs) with optical splitters to serve multiple subscribers on a single fiber . Ethernet over fiber was also

standardized, with FOIRL and 10Base-FL/FB/FP providing LAN connectivity .

Components and Devices

Key components included light sources such as LEDs for multimode fibers and distributed feedback (DFB)

lasers for singlemode fibers, which enabled longer distances and wavelength-division multiplexing (WDM) .

Receivers, connectors (ST, SC, and NEC D4 with ceramic ferrules), and repeaters were standardized to ensure

interoperability and low-loss connections . Fiber optic guided systems, such as Raytheon's FOG-M missile,

demonstrated specialized applications of fiber links .

Applications

In 1999, fiber optics supported a wide range of applications:

o Long-haul and transatlantic links, including TAT-8 and other submarine cables .

o Metropolitan area networks (MANs) and high-speed LANs using fiber for backbone connectivity .

o Cable television (CATV) systems transitioning to hybrid fiber-coax (HFC) networks .

o Emerging broadband Internet and early FTTH deployments, laying the groundwork for high-speed
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residential access .

Research and Conferences

The Optical Fiber Communication Conference (OFC/IOOC) 1999 highlighted ongoing research in fiber

optics, including advances in coherent detection, high-speed modulation, and network components, reflecting

the rapid evolution of fiber technology at the time . Academic and industry research focused on improving

signal quality, increasing bandwidth, and reducing costs for widespread deployment.

Summary

By 1999, fiber optic communication had transitioned from experimental and early commercial systems to a

robust, standardized, and widely deployed technology. Singlemode fibers, WDM, SONET/SDH, and

emerging FTTH networks formed the backbone of global telecommunications, while research and conferences

continued to push the limits of speed, distance, and network efficiency . This period set the stage for the

broadband Internet expansion and the high-capacity optical networks of the 2000s.

How has fiber optic technology changed over the years? Learn all this and more in this timeline documenting

the

Who invented fiber optics for communications? When did fiber optics first come out? How has fiber optic

technology

The history of fiber optic technology is a testament to human ingenuity and the relentless pursuit of better

UNIT I general Optical Fiber communication system, advantages of optical fiber communications. Optical

fiber wave guides-

In Germany, in August 2000, the auctions raised &#163;30 billion.  A 3G spectrum auction in the United

States in 1999 had to be re

Basic Elements of a Fiber Optic Communication System For gigabits and beyond gigabits transmission of

data, fiber optic

TL;DR: In this paper, a review of the work carried out within the EU Network of Excellence ISIS on

radio-over-fiber

The Internet and Telecom bubble. Lessons in leverage, rates, and a smattering of fraud. What can we learn

from that
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Fiber optic communication has revolutionized the way data is transmitted across the globe,

This chapter begins with a brief history of optical communication before describing the main components of a

modern

Birth and Growth of the Fiber-Optic Communications Industry Jeff Hecht F iber-optic communications was

born at a time when the

Fibre Optics Material Choice? H.H.Hopkins and N.S.Kapnay in 1950''s used cladding fiber: Good image

properties demonstrated for

Optical access systems, both fiber/cable and ber-to-the home, are also essential to bring broadband access to

that global fi Internet

The Fiber-Optic Boom At the heart of the telecom bubble was the fiber-optic revolution. Advances in optical

transmission technology

Partially a result of greed and excessive optimism, especially about the growth of data traffic fueled by the rise

of the Internet, in the

The global telecom industry, once a slow-moving utility sector, was suddenly at the center of a speculative

boom. Investors,
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