
Does the distribution box have an
unusual smell 

Article Overview

An unusual smell from a distribution box is not normal and can indicate a serious electrical hazard.

What the Smell Indicates

A fishy, burning, or acrid odor coming from your breaker box or distribution panel is a warning sign that

components inside may be overheating or failing. This smell often results from the thermal decomposition of

plastic insulation or circuit breaker casings, releasing volatile compounds such as trimethylamine, which

produces a fish-like scent . It is not caused by food or external sources but by the breakdown of electrical

materials under excessive heat .

Common Causes

o Overloaded circuits or breakers: When a breaker handles more current than it is rated for, it can overheat,

producing a burning or chemical smell .

o Loose or worn wiring connections: Poor contact increases resistance, generating heat and potentially causing

insulation to melt .

o Aging or damaged components: Older distribution boxes may have degraded insulation or failing internal

connections, which can emit unusual odors .

o Moisture or corrosion: Water ingress can cause arcing, overheating, and chemical smells .

Safety Implications

An unusual smell is a serious fire hazard. It signals that the electrical system is operating beyond safe limits,

and ignoring it can lead to fires or equipment damage . Even if the box appears to function normally, the odor

indicates that immediate inspection is necessary.

Recommended Actions

o Do not attempt DIY repairs unless you are a trained electrician .

o Turn off the main switch to isolate power if a burning smell is detected, and avoid using affected circuits .

o Call a licensed electrician immediately to inspect the panel, identify the source of the smell, and perform

necessary repairs or replacements .

o Consider upgrading older distribution boxes if repeated issues or signs of overheating are present . In

summary, any unusual smell from a distribution box is a critical warning. Prompt professional inspection is

essential to prevent fire hazards and ensure electrical safety.
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This odor, often described as fishy or plastic burning, typically indicates overheating due to issues such as

overloaded circuits, faulty

My breaker panel is located in my garage. I noticed a fishy smell coming from my breaker panel. I had the

electric company pull the

An unexplained smell in your home could come from several sources. Use this guide to help you identify what

could be

Discover the top 10 causes of electrical burning smells in your home with our expert guide. From circuit

overloads to defective

Electrical burning smell? B& M Electric provides safety warnings and fire prevention tips.

Electrical burning smells in your home are never a good sign. They often indicate serious underlying issues

that could

A fishy odor emanating from your electrical panel, often called a breaker box, is not a normal household smell

and should be treated

A fishy odor emanating from your electrical panel, often called a breaker box, is not a normal household smell

and

The Sharp Smell of Ozone Sometimes the smell is less like burning and more like the air after a lightning

strike. This is

Septic drop box or D-box leaks &  flooding: This article explains the causes &  suggests cures for effluent

leaks, odors, or smells at the

If your electrical panel smells funky, don''t ignore it. A bad-smelling electrical box is often a red flag signaling

something

A fishy or acrid smell usually points to overheating or electrical arcing. The panel''s wiring or components

may be

Some distribution boxes have a longer cord than others. When choosing a distribution box, make sure the cord

is

Page 2/3



Does the distribution box have an
unusual smell 

A burning smell coming from your outlet indicates an electrical problem. Learn why an outlet can smell like

burning, how

There are a number of strange smells that may emanate from the electrical panel or consumer unit in your

home. But how do we

Septic system D box inspection &  problem diagnosis: procedures for inspecting or diagnosing problems at the

the septic drainfield
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