
Calculation of cable tray support spacing

Article Overview

The support spacing for cable trays typically ranges from 4 to 6 feet, depending on the type of tray and the

weight of the cables it carries.

General Guidelines for Support Spacing

o Horizontal Runs:

o The National Electrical Code (NEC) recommends that cable trays be supported at intervals not exceeding 5

feet for horizontal runs. This ensures adequate support for the weight of the cables and prevents sagging .

o For ladder-type cable trays, the rungs should not be spaced more than 9 inches apart to provide sufficient

support .

o Vertical Runs:

o For vertical cable tray installations, supports should be fixed to the building structure with a spacing

preferably less than 2 meters (approximately 6.5 feet) .

o Specific Spacing Recommendations:

o The typical support span for horizontal sections should range from 1.5 meters to 3 meters (approximately 5

to 10 feet), allowing for easy access and maintenance .

o At corners or bends in cable trays, it is necessary to install one hanger on each side, arranged symmetrically,

with the distance between hangers typically not exceeding 1.5 meters .

Factors Influencing Support Spacing

o Cable Type and Weight: The type of cables being installed and their weight will influence the required

support spacing. Heavier cables may necessitate closer support intervals to prevent sagging or damage.

o Environmental Conditions: Consideration of external factors such as wind or seismic activity may also affect

support requirements, necessitating additional supports in certain conditions. By following these guidelines,

you can ensure that your cable tray installation is safe, functional, and compliant with relevant standards.

Always consult the manufacturer's specifications and local codes for the most accurate and applicable

information.

Cable ladder and cable tray systems The following recommendations are intended to be a practical guide to

ensure

Cable tray size calculation is important for ensuring safe cable installation, proper heat dissipation, and

enough spare
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Use this cable tray sizing calculator to check fill %, select tray size, and comply with IEC

Easily calculate cable tray fill ratios with our free tool. Supports mixed cable sizes, NEC 40% rules, and

metric/imperial units.

Calculate tray and ladder sizes by cable capacity with our IEC-compliant calculator for efficient and accurate

electrical installations.

All cable trays and their associated supports are rated for a specific maximum weight, based partly on the

allowable fill area and the

In the case of electrical products such as cable tray or ladder (which are load rated in kilograms per metre),

Additional supports will be required around bends and when the cable tray level changes. The load ratings of

the

EzyCalculator is an interactive online tool designed to help you calculate safe loads to spans for steel,

aluminium and FRP strut and

Cablofil wire mesh tray and sup-ports are designed to support any cable load allowed by the NEC when

supports are spaced on 8''

The document discusses several key factors to consider when designing a cable tray system, including: 1) The

width and height of

A cable tray''s published NEMA load class is only valid at the span it was tested at. Support spacing on the

actual site

Learn how to accurately calculate cable tray support quantities in electrical installation

Determine ladder tray types and sizes, rung spacing, covers if required, the span and support locations and

types. If possible avoid

Cable Tray Support Span: The distance between supports is a critical calculation. The cable tray support

Cable tray length is selected based on the load to be supported, the distance between the supports (also

referred to as the span),
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